
Start your zipline: Attach the end of 
your string to a wall with masking tape. 
Next, unravel the string until you reach 
the other side of your room. Now cut the 
string from the spool, but leave a little 
extra for adjustments.

Set the straw: Thread the free end of the 
string through the straw and then attach it to 
the second wall with masking tape.  
(Tip: removing slack from your zipline will 
result in a smoother ride for your balloon.) 

BUILD YOUR OWN 
BALLOON RACER

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

1.

4.

2.

3.

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

In the Future of Transportation, congestion and pollution will force us to create 

new ways to get from point A to point B. You can spark your imagination today 

by building a balloon-powered zipline that zooms across your room!

Fuel your balloon: Get your balloon ready 
to go by filling it with air. Once you blow 
the balloon up as big as you can, clamp its 
mouth between your fingers.

Let it rip: Without letting out any air, use a 
piece of tape to attach the balloon to the straw 
with the mouth of the balloon practically 
touching the wall. All that’s left to do is 
unclamp your fingers and watch it ZOOM! 

1 Spool of String

1 Roll of Masking Tape

1 Straw

1 Balloon

1 Pair of Scissors

Tip: be careful with the scissors. Ask a grownup if they would like to help you.

Don’t forget: Remove all masking tape from the wall right after the experiment so that it doesn’t dry out and peel paint.



This experiment is brought to you by the Texas College Savings Plan® 

and the Texas Tuition Promise Fund®. Visit SaveNowForCollege.org to 

discover two great ways to start saving for a child’s higher education and 

find more fun and futuristic activities.

800-445-GRAD (4723), option #3

COLLEGE SAVINGS
P L A N

T E X A S

SM

I m a g i n e  t h e  P o s s i b i l i t i e s

 

 

MEET YOUR FUTURE

800-445-GRAD (4723), option #5

Purchasers should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, administrative fees, service and other charges 
and expenses associated with the Plans, including Plan termination and decreased transfer or refund value. The 
Plan Descriptions and Agreements contain this and other information about the Plans and may be obtained by 

visiting texastuitionpromisefund.com or calling 800-445-GRAD (4723), option #5 for Texas Tuition Promise Fund, and 
texascollegesavings.com or calling 800-445-GRAD (4723), option #3 for Texas College Savings Plan. Please read these 

documents carefully before purchasing.
 

Neither a Texas Tuition Promise Fund contract nor any return paid with a refund is insured or guaranteed. The contracts 
have not been registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission or with any state. No part of a Texas College 

Savings Plan account, the principal invested, nor any investment return is insured or guaranteed. An account might 
not make money and could lose money (including the principal invested) if money is invested in the Texas College 

Savings Plan. Interests in the Texas College Savings Plan have not been registered with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission or with any state and are not deposits or other obligations of any depository institution.

 
As stated in the current Plan Description and Savings Trust Agreement for the Texas College Savings Plan, total fees for the 

Texas College Savings Plan portfolios ranged from 0.60% to 1.00%. Fees are subject to change.
 

The Texas College Savings Plan and the Texas Tuition Promise Fund are established and maintained by the Texas Prepaid 
Higher Education Tuition Board and are distributed by Northern Lights Distributors, LLC, member FINRA, SIPC. NorthStar 

Financial Services Group, LLC (“NorthStar”) is the Plan manager and administrator of the Plans.
 

NorthStar Financial Services Group, LLC, is not affiliated with Northern Lights Distributors, LLC.
 

Non-residents of Texas should consider whether their home state offers its residents a 529 plan with tax or other 
advantages that are only available to participants in that state’s plan.

Two great plans, one bright future.

SaveNowForCollege.org


